
The New Morality: Raising Kids in a Confused Culture 
Parenting amidst a rapidly-changing culture can be terrifying. We must rest in Jesus. 
ED STETZER  
 
The reality is, we as parents have an obligation to teach our children, in the midst of a culture 
that is confused, to have confident values that are based on both a Christian worldview and the 
teachings of the scriptures. So the obvious question is: how do we, living in the new morality, 
express the teachings of scripture and a God-honoring lifestyle rooted in a biblical morality? In 
this brief article I will suggest four things. 
 
First, we need to remember that our identity is rooted in Christ. 
 
Children and teens who see their Christian identity as a list of rules and regulations that they 
need to follow in order to keep God or their parents happy, will ultimately rebel against those 
rules, or will take pride in those rules and become haughty and judgmental of others. Instead, if 
their identity is rooted in who Jesus is and who they are in Christ, they can both value the 
teachings of scripture, but also love others who may have different views in the midst of cultural 
changes around us. 

Second, we need to be unashamed and unembarrassed to teach what the scriptures teach, but to do so 
in a way that acknowledges that this is different than what the world teaches. 

I think we are in a key moment in our culture where appealing to commonly held values to help 
our children to make better decisions makes less sense today than perhaps ever before. I am not 
saying that things have always been right or correct, and I don’t think there was ever a perfect 
era in the past, but when it comes to issues of morality in our culture, particularly around sexual 
values, there have been certain standards influenced by our Judeo-Christian worldview that have 
been perceived as the “right” thing to do and that “good” people would do. That consensus no 
longer exists. 

We need to remember that our identity is rooted in Christ. 
And if that consensus no longer exists, we can no longer can appeal to “this is the right thing to 
do, as everyone knows” and “this is what good kids do” because good kids in our culture’s 
worldview are now increasingly doing things that Christians don’t believe and increasingly 
valuing things that Christians don’t value. 

Therefore, in this new reality, we need a few key things, such as: 

• greater grounding in worldview of what Christians believe and why, 
• an understanding of the scriptures and what the scriptures teach and why, and 
• a worldview that says to children and teens “you do these things not because they are the 

things that the ‘good’ kids do but because we are followers of Jesus and we live differently 
than the world in some ways”. 

 



Third, they need to be unapologetic about speaking about the brokenness of the world, our culture and 
ourselves. 

The reality is, if we hold up a standard of moral superiority, we will either drive our kids to 
despair or to pride—despair in that they can’t live up to it, or pride in that have. Both are sins, 
though different expressions of sin. 

Instead, a better approach is to help our children to realize that we are all sinners and that we all 
struggle with sin; that brokenness impacts who we are and that it impacts our morality. But 
perhaps, and maybe even most importantly even for this moment, it impacts them and because it 
impacts them a humble approach recognizing the brokenness of the world and individuals will 
cause us to rely, by grace, on the work of Christ in the midst of this broken world. 

Who we are in Christ shapes how we live, and how we live is different than the world around us. 
Fourth, we need to break the tyranny of conformity that is so prevalent in the lives of our children. 

When I was young, the most terrifying thing was to be different than everyone else, of course as 
you age, the reality of this shifts and you’re much more open to being different. But, too many 
children and teens often function like the well known Japanese proverb “a nail that stands out 
gets hammered down,” therefore they work exceedingly hard to fit in. However, that does not 
work for the Christian. 
Thus, let’s look to scriptural teachings that speak about how we shine like lights in the world and 
how we stand out in the midst of a darkened culture by reflecting the light of Christ (Philippians 
2:16). 

Embrace early, and embrace often, the idea that conformity is not a value, but instead that we 
might be confirmed to the image of Jesus. 

Fifth and finally, we have to share with our children our own struggles, brokenness, and failures so 
that they might see that we are imperfect creatures seeking to follow a perfect God and His standards. 

The reality is, you and I have done things or made mistakes that maybe our children don’t 
know—that we have been tempted or that we have even succumbed to that temptation. So when 
appropriate, we want to share. When the opportunity arises, we want to be fellow strugglers, yes 
struggling at different times and in different ways, but fellow strugglers in the midst of the 
world’s brokenness. 

Where From Here? 

So in conclusion, the advice of this article can be summed up in one thing—teach your children 
to embrace that we are a peculiar people “set forth that you may proclaim the praises of the One 
who called you out of darkness into His marvelous light,” (1 Peter 2:9, HCSB). As a peculiar 
people we have to embrace the difference to find a better way—a way that is rooted in the 
identity of who we are in Christ—that is made secure in who God is and as our Creator who 
wants to shape us for a better way. 



He has created us, therefore He knows us, and because He knows us He gives us guidelines and 
directions to guide us. Those guidelines and directions are worthy of living a life different of the 
world. 

In the midst of this new morality we go back to the morality that is rooted, not even in history, 
but ultimately in the nature of God himself. Who we are in Christ shapes how we live, and how 
we live is different than the world around us. 

That’s raising kids in a confused culture. 
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